
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2009 Champion Challenge Guidelines 
Participants will be separated into categories and divisions.  Once the orientation begins, 
contestants must not communicate with any person outside the competition.  Absolutely 
no communication with parents, advisors, friends or any other fair attendee will be 
allowed. 
 
Dress Code:
Contestants must wear dress whites for all Champion Challenge competitions except for 
the written exam. 
 
Contest Format: 
Written Test: Each Champion Challenge participant must qualify for the preliminary 
round by completing a written exam that is specie specific.  (i.e., rabbit exhibitors will 
answer rabbit questions).  The top scorers from the written exam will move on to the 
preliminary round. 
 
Preliminary Round:  Each station will consist of five questions specific to each species. 
 
Semifinal Round:  There will be three stations with four or five questions at each 
station.  Semifinalists will be expected to have general knowledge of each of the six 
species (small animals – poultry/rabbits, cattle, sheep, meat goats and swine). 
 
Final Round:  Finalists will be interviewed by a panel of agricultural, community and 
government leaders.  Questions will include all species and general agricultural issues. 
 
Following the preliminary round, scores will immediately be tallied and the semifinalists 
will be announced.  The semifinals will begin immediately following the announcement of 
results. 



In the event that there is a tie in any round, the tie will be broken by considering the 
highest placement in showmanship.  If a tie still exits, the highest scores in specific 
Champion Challenge categories will be considered in the following order: 
 

1. Show preparation, Ethics, Transportation, Animal Handling, Care & Quality 
Assurance  

2. Consumer Awareness & Marketing  
3. Nutrition  
4. Animal Identification and Industry Technologies  
5. Reproduction & Genetics  
6. Environmental Stewardship  
7. Animal health, disease, and Prevention 
8. Conformation, Anatomy, & Physiology 

 
Resource Material: 
American Rabbit Breeders Association, Inc., Official Guidebook To Raising Better 
Rabbits and Cavies, current edition. 
 
American Rabbit Breeders Association, Inc., “Domestic Rabbits Magazine”, current 
edition. 
 
American Rabbit Breeders Association, Inc., Standard of Perfection,  current edition. 
 
American Rabbit Breeders Association, Inc., A Practical Beginning to Successful Rabbit 
Raising, current edition. 
 
Cheeke, Peter R., Rabbit Feeding and Nutrition.  Academic Press, current edition. 
 
Cheeke, P.R., Patton, N.M., Lukefahr, S.D., McNitt, J.I., Rabbit Production.  Interstate, 
current Edition. 
 
Quality Assurance: Strengthening the Chain of Wholesome Food Production (Video) 
Calif. Dept. of Food & Agriculture 
Division of Fairs & Expositions 
916/263-3948 
 
HELPFUL WEBSITES 
www.arba.net
 
 

http://www.arba.net/


FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
California State Fair 
PO Box 15649 
Sacramento, CA 95852 
916/263-3149 
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